Introduction
Occupational medicine is one of the more recently defined specialties within medicine. As far as the United Kingdom is concerned, this is exemplified by the fact that the Faculty of Occuptional Medicine at the Royal College of Physicians in London was formed just over ten years ago. Occupational medicine can be defined as the application ofmedicine to human activity at work and involves both the effects of work and the working environment on the health of individuals and groups and also the influence of the health of workers on their ability to perform. Not unlike general practice and community medicine, it involves virtually the whole range of medical disciplines and can, therefore, be best defined by the social context in which it is practiced.
Historical background
To understand the range of activities encompassed by occupational medicine today it is perhaps helpful to look at its historical development, particularly in this country. Although enquiring medical minds had noted an association between certain diseases and disability and specific trades, the fate of the artisan was not generally considered a fit study for the physicians of early times.
The first serious study and comprehensive description of work associated disease was that of Ramazzini,' an Italian physician working in Mantua. 
